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CITY OF WAUWATOSA
TRANSPORTATION AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
AGENDA ● NOVEMBER 14, 2017
Regular Meeting

Committee Room #1

6:30 PM

7725 West North Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI 53213

TRANSPORTATION AFFAIRS COMMITTEE ITEMS
1. Memo from the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee Staff Liaison on the 2017 installation of bike
lanes on North Avenue and on Wauwatosa Avenue
2. Memo from the Director of Public Works regarding a pilot project allowing a Play Street on Yale
Place between N. 69th and N. 70th Streets
3. Report from the Director of Public Works on the status of hand-held pedestrian crossing flags at
selected North Avenue intersections
4. Memo from the Director of Public Works regarding the conclusion of a 90-day trial of a No
Parking Zone on a portion of St. James Street

Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act who requires the meeting or materials at the
meeting to be in an accessible location or format, must contact the City Clerk at voice telephone 479-8917 or TTY 471-8484 (City Hall, 7725 W.
North Avenue, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53213) for accommodations. Requests for accommodations for meetings should be made at least three (3)
business days prior to the meeting. Every effort will be made to arrange accommodations for all meetings; so please give the City Clerk as much
advance notice as possible.
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1.1

CITY OF WAUWATOSA
MEMO

To:

Transportation Affairs Committee

From:

Jennifer Stilling

Date:

November 10, 2017

Subject:

Memo from the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee Staff Liaison on the 2017
installation of bike lanes on North Avenue and on Wauwatosa Avenue

A. Issue
The Transportation Affairs Committee has requested feedback from the Bicycle and Pedestrian
Committee in regards to the bike lanes that were recently installed on North Ave, between Wauwatosa
Ave and Swan Boulevard and on Wauwatosa Avenue, between Milwaukee Avenue and North Avenue.
B. Background/Options
See page 2 of the attached October 23, 2017 meeting minutes for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee’s
feedback.
C. Strategic Plan (Area of Focus)
The recently installed bike lanes support the City’s Transportation area of focus of streets which
accommodate and encourage all forms of transportation.
D. Fiscal Impact
There is no fiscal impact because this is being presented to Transportation Affairs as information only.
E. Recommendation
There is no recommendation because this is being presented to Transportation Affairs as information
only.
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CITY OF WAUWATOSA

MINUTES
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN COMMITTEE
Monday October 23, 2017 6:00 p.m.
Wauwatosa City Hall Committee Room 1

PRESENT:

Andy Wiegman, Chair; Brian Wils; Conor Williams; Chris Tyre; Ryan Wallace;
Nicki Jensen

ALSO PRESENT:

Jennifer Stilling P.E., Engineering Services Staff Liaison; Stephanie Wilson, PLA;
Development Dept.; Laura Giesler, School District Staff Liaison

EXCUSED:

Sarah LeRand

Call to Order
Mr. Wiegman as chair called the meeting to order to 6:04 PM
Minutes Approval, August 28, 2017
Moved by Ms. Jensen, seconded by Mr. Wils to approve the minutes of the
Meeting of August 28, 2017: Ayes - 6
Memorandum distribution from the Health Department in regards to Community Health
Improvement Plan Opportunities
Ms. Stilling explained a memorandum provided by the Wauwatosa Health Department for distribution
for committee to consider.
The Wauwatosa Health Department recently met with its community partners to discuss the results of
the 2017 Community Health Profile. The group voted to determine the health priorities for the upcoming
Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP). The four priorities are Healthy Community, Substance
Abuse, Mental Health across the Lifespan and Person Safety and Injury Prevention.
The Health Dept. is inviting members of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee to join a workgroup to
develop strategies based on areas that impacted their committee. The priorities of Healthy Community
(which included topics related to physical activity, recreational opportunities, improving the built
environment, etc.) and Personal Safety and Injury Prevention (which includes topics of distracted
driving, pedestrian safety, etc.) were suggested as being of particular interest to the committee.
Any interested committee members were asked to contact Laura Conklin at lconklin@wauwatosa.net or
Courtney Day cday@wauwatosa.net of the Health Department.
Feedback requested by the Transportation Affairs Committee regarding the recently installed
bike lanes on Wauwatosa and North Avenues
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Attachment: BicyclePedestrianMinutes 2017-10-23 (Bike Ped Report on North Ave and Wauwatosa Ave Bike Lanes)

7725 WEST NORTH AVENUE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213
Telephone: (414) 479-8917
Fax: (414) 479-8989
www.wauwatosa.net
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Wauwatosa Avenue feedback included:
• It doesn’t appear that all of the inlet covers are bike safe especially the way the street was
designed as bicyclists are pushed into the pan of the curb.
• There appear to be some sections of the curb especially adjacent to some of the inlets where
there is some significant movement. Given that the curb line gutter is a part of the actual bike
lane in addition to the grates being unsafe there appears to be some patching needed.
• Traffic has slowed down going toward the Village and is much more orderly although a little
slower and backed up.
• The flashing beacon at the crossing of Wauwatosa and Warren Avenues has been wonderful.
North Avenue feedback included:
• There were comments on the way the remaining two “T” intersection bike lanes were striped to
curve in toward the curb. It was felt that this layout prioritizes vehicles at the expense of bike
safety. The committee would recommend that all bike lanes be solid and straight as the
standard for Wauwatosa.
General feedback included:
• Committee members felt that the bike lanes are having a traffic calming effect. There was a
general sense striping the bike lanes has lessened passing in the bike lane, speeding and
aggressive driving.
• Committee members remarked that residents are beginning to notice the new bike lanes and
have given them positive feedback.
The committee also discussed the importance of getting actual bike and vehicle counts. State and
Federal funding often requires actual counts. It would also be useful for the committee’s planning
purposes to have a baseline count. Mr. Ryan said that the Wisconsin Bike Federation will share in
some of the bike count costs. The committee decided to discuss this at a future meeting after the
budget has been approved by the Common Council.
Ms. Stilling suggested that it would be a good idea to take the committee’s recommendations regarding
the North Avenue bike lanes to the Tosa Mid-Town meeting being held on November 8th.
2017 Project Tracking List update
Ms. Stilling distributed and summarized the Project Tracking List.
There was general discussion about how the Committee’s recommendations would be handled in the
City’s budget and if unused funds could be carried over.
Next Regular Meeting Date and Time
The next meeting will be held on November 27th at 6:00 PM
Adjournment
Moved by Mr. Wallace, seconded by Mr. Williams to adjourn the meeting: Ayes - 6
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Attachment: BicyclePedestrianMinutes 2017-10-23 (Bike Ped Report on North Ave and Wauwatosa Ave Bike Lanes)

Ms. Stilling told the committee that the Transportation Affairs Committee had asked the Director of
Public Works for feedback from the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee regarding the recently painted
bike lanes on both North and Wauwatosa Avenues.

1.2

CITY OF WAUWATOSA
MEMO

To:

Transportation Affairs Committee

From:

David Simpson

Date:

November 10, 2017

Subject:

Memo from the Director of Public Works regarding a pilot project allowing a
Play Street on Yale Place between N. 69th and N. 70th Streets

A. Issue
The Transportation Affairs Committee (TAC), at their October 24th meeting, discussed a request received
from a resident to allow a Play Street on Yale Place from N. 69th Street to N. 70th Street. The TAC made
a motion that I work with the requester, Kim Hoffman, to establish pilot project terms for review and
potential approval by the TAC.
B. Background/Options
The TAC has asked that staff work with the requester of a Play Street on Yale Place to establish pilot
project terms that the TAC can review for potential approval. I have worked with Kim Hoffman and have
established the following terms that I am recommending for approval by the TAC:
1. Location- Play Street will be located on Yale Place from N. 69th Street to N. 70th Street.
2. Term: The first Play Street will be held Saturday, March 3, 2018 with an initial 90-day trial
period commencing on that date and two subsequent extensions thereafter that would allow the
Play Street to continue until November 24, 2018.
3. Days/Times: The Play Street will be active on Saturdays from noon until sunset.
4. TAC Reviews: A report regarding the first 90-day trial (3/3-6/1) will occur at the TAC meeting on
May 22, 2018 with an extension being requested at that time. A report regarding the second 90day trial (6/2-8/31) will occur at the TAC meeting on July 31, 2018 (due to no meetings in
August) with an extension being requested at that time. A report regarding the third 90-day trial
(9/1-11/30) and pilot program as a whole will occur at the TAC meeting on November 27, 2018.
5. Requirements:
a. The Play Street shall have barricades placed on Yale Place at N. 69th Street and at N. 70th
Street. A-frame type barricades shall be purchased or rented and stored by the Play Street
Coordinator or another volunteer. A sign created by the Play Street Coordinator
indicating the closure is because of a Play Street shall be attached to the barricades.
b. A Barricade Supervisor must be present at all times should a vehicle need access to the
street.
c. Fees are not allowed to be collected by any individual or group and the Play Street must
be open to the public.
d. The Play Street shall not operate during City leaf collection or snow removal events.
e. The Play Street Coordinator must inform the Police, Fire, and Public Works Departments
of the planned Play Street location, dates, and times and provide contact information.
f. No play structures of any kind are allowed in the street.
g. Notify Play Street users of all City conditions of approval.
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C. Strategic Plan (Area of Focus)
Public Spaces: Strengthen the connection among people and the places we share
D. Fiscal Impact
None to the City. Volunteers will fund barricades, Play Street signage, and promotions for this Pilot
project (see attached promotional flyer created by Kim Hoffman).
E. Recommendation
Initiate a 90-day trial of a Play Street on Yale Place from N. 69th Street to N. 70th Street commencing on
March 3, 2018 with the terms outlined above in this memorandum.
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Come out and PLAY!

PLAY STREET
Every Saturday 12- dusk,
starting March 3rd
Yale Place between 69th and 70th will be closed to traffic every
Saturday from 12 – dusk to allow kids, families, and adults a place
to gather and play. All are welcome!!! Bring Your Own scooter,
bike, side walk chalk, footballs, jump ropes, etc.

Barricade Monitors needed!
Please contact Kim to volunteer or with
questions: KimHoffman1@yahoo.com
A polite reminder: Barricade Monitors and Yale Place residents are not responsible for
supervising your children. Treat the Play Street as you would any other park, because
that is exactly what it is: a Pop-Up Park!

CAUTION: We advise talking to your children about the difference between playing
in a safe Play Street versus playing in an active, open street with traffic. Please make
sure younger kids know the difference of when it is OK and when it is not OK to go into
the street. Thank you!
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Attachment: Play Street Flyer (Play Street Pilot Project- Yale Place)

YALE PLACE
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CITY OF WAUWATOSA
MEMO

To:

Transportation Affairs Committee

From:

David Simpson

Date:

November 10, 2017

Subject:

Report from the Director of Public Works on the status of hand-held pedestrian
crossing flags at selected North Avenue intersections

A. Issue
At the February 28, 2017 TAC meeting the Committee reviewed a proposal given by an Eagle Scout,
Sawyer Fox, regarding potential installation of hand-held pedestrian crossing flags on North Avenue. The
TAC approved his project and asked for a review of the project six months after installation.
B. Background/Options
The TAC approved the installation of hand-held pedestrian crossing flags at selected intersection on
North Avenue as part of an Eagle Scout project in the Spring of 2017. The flags are intended to give
pedestrians a tool to help alert drivers that they will be entering a crosswalk. The flags were installed at
five intersections on North Avenue including 69th, 70th, 71st, 72nd, and Lefeber Avenue and have been in
operation since May of 2017.
The TAC asked to review the effectiveness and discuss whether to continue having the flags in operation
after six months of operation. I have mailed the attached letter to properties along North Avenue asking
for input at the meeting or to send comments ahead of the meeting (no comments received to date). Also,
in order to gain feedback on the community’s reaction to the pedestrian flags an online poll was
completed. There were a total of 48 respondents and the questions asked and results are as follows:
Q1: Have you used the red pedestrian flags on North Avenue from 69th Street to Lefeber Avenue?
Q2: If yes, did use of the red pedestrian flags increase your feeling of safety when crossing the road?
Q3: Would you like to see the red pedestrian flags permanently maintained in this area?
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The flags appear to be well received by the community so I believe it would be desirable to keep the flags
in operation. Given the that the flags require continual redistribution and replacement I am
recommending that we keep the flags in place as long as volunteers can be located to continue the
redistribution and replacement of the flags. The Department of Public Works would be able to supply the
flags to the volunteer/s at no cost.

C. Strategic Plan (Area of Focus)
TRANSPORTATION - CARS, BUSSES, BIKES AND FEET: City collaboratively works to improve its
transportation options to support the varied choices of residents, visitors and businesses.
D. Fiscal Impact
Minimal cost to purchase new flags as they become worn or are stolen. This assumes a model where
volunteers are redistributing flags and replacing them as needed (at the City’s cost).
E. Recommendation
Leave existing flags in place as long as volunteers can be located to redistribute and replace the flags as
necessary.
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CITY OF WAUWATOSA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

October 31, 2017
RE: Request for Comments- Pedestrian Flags located on North Avenue
To Whom It May Concern:
You have likely noticed the red pedestrian flags located at some intersections along North
Avenue. These flags were installed by an Eagle Scout as a demonstration project during
the spring of 2017. The City of Wauwatosa’s Transportation Affairs Committee (TAC)
approved the installation as a pilot project and would now like to gain feedback from
those who might have used the flags or from those who operate a business that might
have opinions regarding the effectiveness of the flags.
The trial period has now reached its conclusion so the TAC will be discussing potentially
making these flags permanent. Your feedback is appreciated and we welcome your
attendance at the meeting. If you are unable to attend the meeting or wish to instead
share your opinion in writing please email me directly at dsimpson@wauwatosa.net and I
will share your email with the TAC.
Transportation Affairs Committee Meeting
Tuesday, November 14, 2017
6:30pm Committee Meeting
Wauwatosa City Hall, Committee Room 1
7725 W. North Avenue
Should the flags become permanent we will likely ask for assistance with keeping the
flags stocked and located on all four corners of each intersection. The City would provide
the flags at no cost if you were willing to assist us.
If you are interested in
volunteering to help with this effort please call or email me at 414-831-0799 or
dsimpson@wauwatosa.net.
Thank you,
City of Wauwatosa

David Simpson, P.E.
Director of Public Works
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Attachment: Letter to Properties Regarding Flags on North Avenue (Pedestrian Flags on North Avenue-End of Trial Period)

11100 WEST WALNUT ROAD
WAUWATOSA, WISCONSIN 53226
Telephone: (414) 471-8422
Fax: (414) 471-8469
www.wauwatosa.net
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CITY OF WAUWATOSA
MEMO

To:

Transportation Affairs Committee

From:

David Simpson

Date:

November 09, 2017

Subject:

Memo from the Director of Public Works regarding the conclusion of a 90-day
trial of a No Parking Zone on a portion of St. James Street

A. Issue
There has been an increase in utilization of on street parking on St. James Street and it was creating a
problem for traffic on the small stretch located in the offset of 70th Street. The TAC approved a 90-day
trial to address this issue and it is now time to discuss the results of that 90-day trial.
B. Background/Options
The resident that lives at on the north side of St. James Street between the 70th Street jog contacted the
City asking that we consider adding a no parking zone on the north side of St. James Street between the
N. 70th Street jog (see attached map). This was requested because this area has recently started to be used
more for parking because of area business employees being required to park on the street instead of in
parking lots. There were many cars turning onto St. James that were finding it difficult to do so when the
north side of the street was heavily parked, which was causing near misses with wide turning cars.
In order to allow this stretch of roadway to operate more efficiently the TAC approved a 90-day trial in
July of 2017 to eliminate on street parking from the north side (already no parking on the south side) of
St. James Street between N. 70th and N. 70th.
This added restriction has helped with traffic flow in this area and I have received no negative comments
so I am recommending the restrictions become permanent.
C. Strategic Plan (Area of Focus)
N/A
D. Fiscal Impact
Two signs with an approximate total cost of $300 are already installed.
E. Recommendation
Creation of a no parking zone on the north side of St. James Street between 70th Street and 70th Street.
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Attachment: Map of St James Parking Issue (St James Street Parking Regulations-End of 90 Day Trial)
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Proposed No
Parking

Currently No Parking

Parking Concern
DISCLAIMER: The City of Wauwatosa does not guarantee the accuracy of the
material contained here in and is not responsible for any misuse or
misrepresentation of this information or its derivatives.

City of Wauwatosa
7725 W. North Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 479 - 8900
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